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9th. 

if  any  Senator  shall  be  called  to  order  by  the  President,  or  by 
any  member,  he  shall  take  his  seat  until  it  shall  be  determined 
whether  he  is  in  order  or  not  ;  and  all  questions  shall  be  deter- 
mined in  the  first  instance  by  the  President,  without  debate  ;  but 
any  member  shall  have  a  right  to  appeal  from  his  decision  to  the 
judgment  of  the  Senate. 

10th. 

Every  bill  and  every  resolution  shall  be  read  on  three  several 
days,  unless  it  shall  be  read  by  special  order  upon  the  assent  of 
three-fourths  of  the  members  of  the  Senate. 

11th. 

There  shall  be  a  call  of  the  Senate  upon  the  motion  of  any 
Senator,  and  all  absent  members  being  at  the  seat  of  Government, 
shall  thereupon  be  sent  foi= 

12tk 

Every  bill  and  resolution  originated  and  passed  by  the  House  of 
Delegates,  shall,  after  the  first  reading  in  the  Senate,  be  referred  io 
the  appropriate  Standing  Committee,  unless  otherwise  ordered  by 
a  majority  of  the  members  present. 

.  13th. 

All  questions  shall  be  determined  by  a  majority  of  the  attending 
members,  except  auch  aa  are  otherwise  provided  for  by  the  rules 
of  the  Senate. 

14th. 

Every  question  shall  be  entered  on  the  journal,  and  the  votes 
taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  if  required  by  any  Senator. 

15th. 

The  name  of  every  Senator  shall  appear  on  the  journal,  on 
motion  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill, on  motion  proposing  a  resolu- 
tion, and  on  motion  to  amend  a  bill,  resolution  or  order, 

16th. 

The  President  may  vote  on  any  question,  except  in  case  of  ap- 
peal from  his  own  decision;  he  may  from  time  to  time,  call  any 
member  to  the  chair;  and  when  on  the  floor,  he  shall  have  the 
privilege  of  entering  into  debate. 

17th. 

All  committees  of  the  Senate,  for  conference,  shall,  if  required 
by  any  member,  be  elected  by  ballot,  the  number  not  to  exceed 
five. 


18th. 

No  Senator  shall  absent  himself  from  the  seat  of  Goveraiueat 
without  leave  of  the  Senate. 

19th. 

No  rule  shall  be  dispensed  with,  without  the  coacurreace  of 
two-thirds  of  the  members  present. 

20th, 

When  a  question  is  under  debate,  no  motion  shair be  received 
unless  to  adjourn,  to  lay  on  the  table,  to  commit,  to  re-commit,  td*  ' 
amend  or  to  postpone  the  question  to  a  day  certain  ;  which  several 
motions  shall  have  precedence  in  the  order  in  which  they  are  here 
stated. 

21st. 

A  motion  to  adjourn  shall  always  be  in  order,  and  shall  be  de- 
cided without  debate. 

22nd. 

Any  Senator  may  call  for  a  division  of    a  question   when  the 
sense  will  admit  it. 

When  a  question  has  once  been  made  and  carried  in' th'^'  aMr-'^/^ 
mative  or  negative,  it  shall  be  in  order  for  any  member  of  the  ma- 
jority to  move  for  the  re-consider&tioh  thereof;  but  no  motion  for 
there-consideration  of  any  vote  shall  be  in  order  after  a   bill,  reso- 
lution, message,  report,   amendment  or  motion,  upon  whic[i  the 
vote  was  taken,  shall  have  gone  out  of   the  possession  of  the  Se- 
nate, announcing  their  decision,  nor  shall  any  motion  forre-consi-  ;  . 
deration  be  in  order,  unless  made  on  the  same  day  on  which  the    '  "^ 
vote  was  taken,  or  within  the  two  next  days  of  actual  session  of 
the  Senate  thereafter. 

24th. 

The  reading  clerk  of  the  Senate  shall  lay  upon  the  desk  of  the 
President,  every  morning,  all  bills,  resolutions  and  motions,  de- 
pending before  the  Senate,  in  the  order  of  time  in  which  they  were 
reported  or  presented  for  consideration ;  and,  at  all  times  while  the 
Senate  is  sitting,  when  no  motion  is  under  consideration,  the  Pre- 
sident sha^  without  any  motion,  take  up  said  bills,  resoliuions 
and  motions,  in  the  above  order,  and  propose  them  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Senate  ;  and  they  shall  then  be  considered  and 
acted  upon,  unless  postponed  by  the  order  of  the  Senate. 

25th. 

Whenever  any  bill,  resolution,  report  or  other  proposition,  shall 
have  been  read  ihrougli   a  second  time,  with  or  without  amend- 


ment,  the  President  shall  propound  the  question,  "Shall  this  bill, 
(resolution,  report,  or  other  proposition,)  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading  ?"  If  decided  in  the  negative,  the  bill,  &c.,  shall  be  re- 
jected ;  if  in  the  affirmative,  it  shall  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third 
time,  according  to  the  rules  of  the  Senate. 

26th. 

No  amendment  shall  be  received  at  the  third  reading  of  any 
bill.j  resolution,  report  or  other  proposition  originating  in  the  Se- 
nate, unless  by  consent  of  two-thirds  of  the  members  present  j  but 
it  shall  at  all  times  be  in  order  before  the  final  passage  of  any  such 
bill,  resolution,  report  or  other  proposition,  to  move  its  re-cora- 
mitment ;  and  -should  such  commitment  take  place,  and  any 
amendment  be  reported  by  the  committee,  the  said  bill,  resolution, 
report  or  other  proposition,  as  amended,  shall  be  read,  and  such 
reading  be  considered  a  second  -  reading ;  and  then  the  question 
shall  be  put,  whether  it  shall  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time  ; 
and  if  decided  in  the  negative,  the  bill,  (fcc,  shall  be  rejected  ;  if 
in  the  affirmative,  it  shall  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time,  ac- 
cording to  the  rules  of  the  Senate. 

27th. 

The  following  standing  committees,  who  shall  have  leave  to  re- 
port by  bill  or  otherwise,  shall  be  appointed  at  the  commencement 
of  each  session  by  the  President,  unless  otherwise  ordered,  to  wit. 

A  committee  on  finance,  to  consist  of  five  Senators. 

A  committee  ou  judicial  proceedings,  to  consist  of  five  Senators. 

A  committee  on  internal  improvement,  to  consist  of  five  Senators. 

A  committee  on  revolutionary  claims,  to  consist  of  five  Senators. 

A  committee  on  invalid  deeds  and  defective  proceedings,  to  con- 
sist of  five  Senators. 

A  committee  on  insolvent  laws,  to  consist  of  five  Senators. 

A  committee  on  the  library  to  consist  of  three  Senators. 

A  committee  on  engrossed  bills,  to  consist  of  five  Senators. 

A  committee  on  pensions,  to  consist  of  three  Senators. 

A  committee  on  colored  population,  to  consist  of  five  Senators. 

A  committee  on  corporations  and  joint  stock  companies,  to  con- 
sist of  five  Senators. 

A  committee  on  elections,  to  consist  of  five  Senators. 

A  committee  on  agriculture,  to  consist  of  five  Senators. 

A  committee  on  printing,  to  consist  of  five  Senators. 

And  all  other  committees  shall  consist  of  three  Senators,  to  be 
appointed  by  the  President,  unless  otherwise  ordered. 

28th. 

No  motion  to  res^nd  a  rule  shall  be  received,  unless  notice  of 
the  motion  shall  been  given  on  a  previous  day. 


29th. 

The  Senate,  from  its  organization,  and  the  duties  it  has  to  per- 
form; not  having  the  time,  and  not  being  adapted  to  investigating 
the  facts  upon  which  private  rights  rest,  will  not  pass  any  private 
acts,  in  cases  where  any  or  either  of  the  courts  of  this  State,  have 
jurisdiction,  and  can,  upon  proper  application,  afford  competent 
rehef. 

30th. 

When  acting  on  Executive  business,  the  Senate  shall  be  cleared 
of  all  persons  except  the  secretary,  reading  clerk  and  seigeant-at- 
arms. 

31st. 

A  distinct  and  separate  journal  shall  be  prepared  and  kept  by 
the  secretary,  of  the  Executive  proceedings  of  the  Senate. 

32nd. 

The  rules  which  now  govern  the  Senate  in  Legislative  sessions, 
shall  govern  it  while  in  Executive  sessions,  except  so  far  as  they 
may  be  modified  by  these  or  other  rules. 

33rd. 

When  nominations  shall  be  made  in  writing,  by  the  Governor, 
to  the  Senate,  a  future  day  shall  be  assigned  for  their  consideration, 
unless  the  Senate  unanimously  direct  otherwise. 

34th. 

When  the  President  shall  understand  that  the  Senate  is  prepar- 
ed to  decide  upen  any  pending  nomination,  he  shall  put  the  ques- 
tion :    "Will  the  Senate  advise  and  consent  to  the  nomination  of 

■ ,  to  the  office  of V  and  if  required  by  any 

Senator,  the  said  quesiion  shall  be  determined  by  taking  the  yeas 
and  nays. 

35th. 

All  confidential  communications  made  by  the  Governor  to  the 
Senate,  shall  be,  by  the  members  thereof,  kept  secret,  iiniil  the 
jSenate  shall,  by  order  or  resolution,  take  off  the  injunction  of  se- 
crecy, this  rule  not  to  impose  secrecy  as  to  the  nominees  to  offirt^i 
unless  specially  ordered  by  the  Senate. 

36th. 

All  information  or  remarks  touching  or  concerning  the  character 
or  qualifications  of  any  person  nominated  by  the  Governor,  shall 
be  kept  secret. 


37th. 

All  nominations  definitely  acted  on  by  the  Senate,  shall  be  re- 
turned by  the  secretary  to  the  Governor^  from  day  to  day,  as  they 
may  occur;  and  when  requested  by  the  Governor,  authenticated 
transcripts  of  the  Executive  Records  of  the  Senate,  nsay  by  the 
order  of  the  Senate,  be  furnished  to  the  Governor ;  and  all  origi- 
nal papers,  touching  the  Executive  proceedings  of  the  Senate, 
shall  be  carefully  filed  in  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  the  Senate, 
and  there  preserved,  unless  requested  to  be  returned  by  the  Go- 
vernor, or  ordered  to  be  so  returned  by  the  order  of  the  Senate  ; 
and  no  Executive  business  shall  be  made  known  or  published  by 
the  secretary  without  the  special  direction  of  the  Senate. 

38tb. 

Whenever  it  shall  be  determined  by  the  joint  resolution  of  the 
two  branches  of  the  General  Assembly  or  otherwise,  that  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  will  finally  adjourn  on  a  particular  day,  the  Senate 
shall,  at  least  twenty-four  hours  before  such  contemplated  adjourn- 
ment, communicate  the  facts,  through  their  secretary,  to  the  Go- 
vernor, and  request  to  be  informed  whether  he  has  any  further 
nominations  to  make. 

f\  a9th. 

The  secretary  enjoined  by  the  35th  and  36th  rules,  shall  be 
construed  to  apply  to  all  proceedings  m  Executive  session _,  except 
the  names  of  nominees,  and  the  confirmation  or  rejection  thereof, 
without  the  privilege  of  assigning  reasons  pending  the  injunction, 
ox^discllosing  the,  vote  or  opinion  of  any  Senator.  '    ' 

In  addition  to  the  standing  committees  of  the  Senate,  there  shall 
be  appomted  by  the  Pres^ident,  an  Executive  committee  on  Exe- 
cutive nominations,  whose  duty  it  shall  be,  unless  otherwise  or- 
dered by  the  Senate,  to  examine  all  recommendations  made  to 
the  Executive  in  favor  of  apphcants  te  oflSce,  and  all  communrca- 
tions  received  by  the  Executive  opposed  to  the  appointment  of 
any  applicant,  so  far  as  said  recommendations  and  communications 
may  be  communicated  to  said  committee  by  the  Executive,  and 
report  thereon. 

■    ■  41st, 

It  shall  not  be  permitted  to  any  Senator  in  the  form  of  an  ordeiS 
resolution-  or  otherwise,  to  place  upon  the  journals  any  observa- 
tion made  by  himself  or  another;  touching  the  character  or  fitness 
for  ofiice,  of  any  individual. 
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